4} S 9 e

-Flnd more space N — = |
/ Store anything = ¢ 1 w IN N‘IH

o *Pick smarter products




BT [

i
=8

4..-

,/

- I",

(T8

-

a_-._.r-_.-_.l.ll_n_'-..mi.il.'n'k-'l.-.i: lary
] o e el
nii and d




A smart vacation home renovation produces a bigger,
brighter kitchen brimming with storage.

wriiten by MANCY CHRISTIE phorographer JEFF HERR field edifor LYNN NESMITH
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Black beaded board and
low beams create

a striking contrast —

while antique heart pine

underfaot warms the room—

and provides an old-fashioned
nterpoint to the modern

stainless-steel touches.
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fa vacation home lacks amenities—in
this case, a kitchen with enough room for
homeowners and guests—the purpose
is defeated: It causes more frustration

| than relaxation.

When Dana and Mike Bowers bought
this home in Seaside, Florida, they
envisioned it as a place to entertain friends
and family. *We had the family down for

— Thanksgiving in 2008 and realized that,
while the rest of the house accommodated our large
family quite well, the old kitchen wasn't keeping up,”
Dana says. “We needed more paniry storage, more
refrigeration and freezer space, and more ovens.
Essentially, we needed a new kitchen.”

Not just new, but bigger. Architect Leo Casas
sugpested gaining square footage by commandeering
a seldom used exterior porch. The couple agreed,
but theirs wasn't the only approval needed. Seaside’s
architectural codes required that an addition appear
as if it had been part of the original structure, so
Casas carefully placed windows and shutters to create
a seamless look. The expansion added 130 square
feet, more than enough to hold all the elements the
couple wanted, including a large kitchen island and
a peninsula separating the kitchen and the adjoining
dining room.

There wasn't enough space for a walk-in pantry, so
the custom-designed cabinetry extends to the ceiling
to maximize storage. A library ladder provides access
to the top row of cabinets. Cleverly concealed pullouts
store spices, bottles, platters, and trays.
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| TAKEAWAYS

A stainless-steel
countertop on the
island complements a
reflective backsplash.

Two sets of dishwasher
drawers between the
sinks ease cleanup.

Beverage refrigerators
and a liquor cabinet
on the peninsula
allow guests to help
themselves while
staying out of the
work area.

A countertop
appliance garage
makes use of a
hidden comer.

Black granite
countertops and a
black-painted ceiling
balance the

colorful cabinetry.
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Appliances were also chosen with capacity in mind. Paired refrigerators with stacked
freezer drawers below give the couple plenty of space to stock up on food for a house
- full of guests, Twin dual-drawer dishwashers easily handle the
| B J_ postmeal load.
I ==} Dana also opted for two sink areas. “When vou cook for a
| U 1230 ™'Y Jarge family, there are a lot of messes that are made before you
o | | ™= ever sit down for the meal” she says. “The two sinks work great.
1 I use the one in the prep area while I'm cooking and then pass

oW : | 1 along my dirty dishes to the cleanup area.”
i_|L M = Theonly element remaining from the original kitchen is the
| i r | antique heart pine flooring. The new kitchen's color scheme
] coordinates with the rest of the house for a sense of continuity.
4.l j For example, the library provided the inspiration for the beamed

ceiling and its rich black beaded board. “The black was also
picked up in the body of the island cabinet, which paired well with the stainless-steel
countertop and colorful perimeter cabinets” Casas says.

The redesign was such a success that the Bowerses hired Casas to design an addition
to their permanent residence that will include a new kitchen with many of the solutions
he used here. In the meantime, they enjoy their cheerful, spacious new kitchen in their
home away from home, K81
RESOURCES BEGIN ON PAGE 134,
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